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A few years ago, there was a list passed around among pastors, the Pastorless Church List.  For 
some it was a sign of hope to get out of their present circumstances and for others just a point of 
curiosity.   It was fairly exhaustive, giving plenty of details, with open churches listed in one 
column with their cities and size of church, budget, etc.  In the far right hand column were notes 
about who the previous pastor was and where he had gone.  Some of them said, FBC, Midland or 
Grace Baptist, Houston and the like.  I remember coming across one that just said, "Gone 
Pentecostal."  I remember laughing for a while at this one and stopping to think of what must 
have happened to that pastor, imagining him with jacked-up hair, a really bad suit, anointed 
prayer scarves and breaking out in tongues and maybe dancing around the altar on his way out 
the door.  I didn't get the idea that the church thought it was a good thing and may have even 
helped him out the door.  Our Scripture today described here in a column of sorts of what 
happened to the church as they went pentecostal.  Jesus had already explained what would 
happen when the Spirit was given and we see the fulfillment of that in Acts 2.  And what we hear 
in John 14 this morning is Jesus' description for disciples then and for today of what it looks like 
to go pentecostal. 
 
Going pentecostal happens when the Holy Sprit is residing with and within us.  Jesus told the 
disciples that the Spirit would abide with and be in them.  Just as Jesus came into the world and 
lived a while among them, so the Holy Spirit was coming to live with them.  But, the Spirit 
wasn't ever going to leave them but would make an eternal home with them.  And the Spirit 
would not just be with them, but in them.  From now on, the disciples would contain God's 
abiding presence in the world.  What a powerful thought for the disciples to ponder that day.  
The idea here, though it is not explicit, is that the responsibility was upon them for living in the 
fullness of the abiding Spirit within them.  They were to cooperate with the abiding Spirit. 
 
I love the way Oswald Chambers puts most things, but especially his words about our topic here 
today.  He states the residing role of the Spirit this way, The idea all through the apostle Paul's 
writing is that after the moral decision to be identified with Jesus in his death has been made; the 
resurrection life of Jesus invades every bit of my human nature.  It takes omnipotence to live the 
life of the Son of God in mortal flesh.  The Holy Spirit cannot be located as a guest in a house, he 
invades everything. . . He takes charge of everything, my part is to walk in the light and to obey 
all he reveals."i   
 
As I was thinking of this whole matter of residence, I thought of a pacemaker.  Many of you out 
there have these foreign objects inside of you, keeping you going and preserving your life.  They 
keep your heart in the right pace, continue to monitor when things are too slow or too fast.  And 
they aren't things you can remove or that go away at some point.  If you have one, you were 
probably told you would have one forever; that you would continue to need it.  It is now a 
permanent resident within you. 
 



What we must realize today is that the Holy Spirit is residing within us.  When we speak of the 
Spirit on a day like this--Pentecost Sunday--we must remember that the Holy Spirit is not 
something we just pull out of the box once a year like we do our advent wreaths, our Christmas 
greens or our Easter eggs.  No, the gift of the Holy Spirit is something we have allowed to invade 
us, residing in us now to be a present and active reality 24/7.  The disciples heard this first as a 
group and must have thought about it much for their individual lives secondly.  We, as the 
church today, have the Holy Spirit residing within us.  What difference this should make in how 
we do church!  What power and strength this should give us in knowing that we are not empty, 
not still in need of God to show up, but that God is residing within us through the Holy Spirit.  
The Spirit is here, whether we realize it or not. 
 
And as an individual follower of Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit has taken up residence in you, 
whether you realize it or not.  As you go out as a follower of Jesus to work, to the gym, to 
school, to your family, you are going with the Spirit of God residing in you.  And the Spirit in 
you is in you forever.  Though you may try to separate yourself from the Spirit's voice and 
leadership of your life, the Spirit remains and never gives up its space and active presence.   
 
And as the Spirit resides with and within us as a church and as individuals, we must know that 
this is the way God has designed to live in the world--through you and me.  God's inhabitance on 
earth is through our lives, just as it was in Jesus while he was on this earth.  Keeping an 
awareness of this reality will lead us to do everything we can to stay in tune with the Spirit and to 
cooperate with it in our lives.  
 
Going pentecostal also means that the Holy Spirit, now residing within us, is now advocating for 
you as a follower of Jesus.  The word Jesus used here, from which we derive "advocate" is 
"paraclete."  While the word is rather hard to pin down in our English language, the essence of it 
is "counselor."  Jesus was their first advocate, directly providing them with words and truth from 
the Father.  And now that he was leaving them, he promised a second advocate, who would take 
his place in that role.  He certainly understood that they would need to receive an advocate to 
comfort and encourage them as they continued his work in the world.  They would need a 
champion going with and before them in the world.  And this would be the work of the Holy 
Spirit in their lives. 
 
Ian Coffey wrote in the article "Deep Impact" about the significance of the word "Paraclete," as 
understood more deeply in the translation of languages.   

The Karre language of equatorial Africa proved to be difficult for the translators of the 
New Testament, especially when it came to the word paraclete. How could they describe 
the Holy Spirit? 

One day the translators came across a group of porters going off into the bush carrying 
bundles on their heads. They noticed that in the line of porters there was always one who 
didn't carry anything, and they assumed he was the boss, there to make sure that the 
others did their work. However, they discovered he wasn't the boss; he had a special job. 
He was there should anyone fall over with exhaustion; he would come and pick up the 
man's load and carry it for him. This porter was known in the Karre language as "the one 
who falls down beside us. 



The translators had their word for paraclete.ii 

 
And we can know today that is what we can understand the Spirit to be in our lives as it is 
advocating for us.  We can know that Jesus has not left us with this seemingly impossible 
mission to do all by ourselves.  Jesus has not left us as orphans, to be torn and tattered by the 
challenges and evils of this world.  No, he has left us with an advocate, a counselor.  Jesus is 
fully aware of our need for counseling and encouragement.  Isn't it great to know this resource 
was built into the plan?  As you live your Christian life out in our world today, in what ways are 
you in need of counseling?  Maybe it is as you seek to make a difficult personal, relational or 
business decision.  Maybe your need of counseling is for encouragement, as your life is full of 
things that bring you down and bring heavy loads of discouragement upon you.  Or, perhaps you 
need to hear the comforting words of Jesus rolling over the open wounds and bruises of things in 
your life right now.   
 
The Holy Spirit is also advocating for you by championing you and your cause.  God is hard at 
work on your side as you live for Jesus, pleading your case and walking in front of you as you 
step out in faith.  The Spirit leaves you without any need to feel lonely, helpless or defenseless as 
you follow Jesus.  You and I have a person constantly at work in this world to open new doors 
and guide us to the right places. 
 
What going pentecostal also looks like is in how the Holy Spirit is in a teaching role.  Jesus said 
that the Spirit would be with them, teaching and reminding them.  Jesus had provided them with 
plenty of teaching, but they would need more.  As he was leaving, he was putting them in great 
hands with the Holy Spirit, who would make the teaching of Jesus present for them in whatever 
situation they were in.  This teaching role would be true On the Job training.  As followers of 
Jesus, they would have complete access to their new teacher, who would be a constant voice in 
their ear as the Spirit of truth for whatever circumstance or situation they found themselves in.  
Jesus knew they would hear lots of voices with false teaching but that they would have the truth 
guiding them.  Again, the idea here is that all of this would be available to them to the extent that 
they were receptive and teachable.  It is much like the presence of a coach, teaching only those 
willing to have a coach. 
 
Speaking of coaches,Tiger Woods is on the lookout for one.  Hank Haney, his golf coach/teacher 
these last 6 years, has resigned from that job and has left Tiger without anyone. As we look at 
Haney's work with Tiger, we can see an amazing amount of success.  Haney helped Tiger change 
his swing to lead Tiger to even greater heights in golfing.  Haney was the kind of coach who was 
accessible and whose voice went with Tiger on the course.  That kind of influence is powerful.  
That's the power of teaching.   
 
And we need the teaching of the best coach we could ever find--the Holy Spirit.  Are you aware 
that you already have such a coach?  The Holy Spirit is available to you and accessible for you 
and to me.  As we strive to know the teaching of our Lord and Savior, the Holy Spirit is ready to 
present these words and teachings directly to us today.  The Holy Spirit is speaking the right 
voice into our ears, standing out as the truth in the midst of a multitude of other voices that enter 
your ears every day.  The Spirit is constantly bringing the truth of Jesus to you at all times, 
always when you need it the most.   



 
The responsibility for learning rests not on the Spirit as teacher but upon you as the student.  Are 
you teachable these days?  Are you receptive to correction, to new directions and attitudes?  Are 
we open and receptive as a church these days?  The key to being Spirit-filled and in line with the 
purposes of God for our lives and our church is our receptivity to the teaching from the Holy 
Spirit. And being receptive means that we are making time to be "schooled," that we are 
intentionally setting aside time to listen to our teacher.  It means that we are getting alone with 
our teacher; stilling our lives to the point that we are not allowing all of the stuff we carry to 
distract us from the lesson of the teacher. 
 
As I reflect about that preacher who was listed as "gone pentecostal," I'm thinking that's not such 
a bad description.  I'm not so sure about the hairdo and scarfs, but I do know that it ought to be 
evident that we are wearing the Spirit, with obvious evidence of his role of advocating, residing 
and teaching within us.  May it be said of us that we have gone pentecostal. 
 
 
 
 
                                                
i Oswald Chambers, My Utmost for His Highest, "Moral Divinity," p. 102 
ii (Ian Coffey, "Deep Impact," Keswick '99 (OM Publishing); submitted by Owen Bourgaize, 
Guernsey, United Kingdom) found on www.preachingtoday.com 


